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President's Message

Anticipating a happy and prosperous 2018

As I write this New
Year’s piece, EEV is in the
final round hoping to win
Curbed Detroit’s Best City
neighborhood. As many of
you know, we won the Cup
for 2016 last January. This
recognition resulted in lots
of positive press and interest
in our neighborhood. Please
vote at detroit.curbed.com
and keep watching for updates on our Facebook page
– we deserve to win again!
Post-holiday greetings
to you and your family. I
hope the holidays were safe
and happy ones. The new
year always brings high
hopes for so many things,
personally, professionally
and spiritually to change for
the better or to resolve what
has not been finished for yet
another year, but perhaps
that’s why it’s called a New
Year’s celebration. Let's
hope for the best in 2018 and
make each day count a little
more than the last one. I
want to thank all of our volunteers on the board and all
of our residents for helping

the neighborhood continue
to grow. I know some days
are more challenging than
others, but working together
has enabled us to continue
to grow as a Village within
the city structure. We have
had our share of issues this
past year – some good, solid
advancement and some
setbacks as well but we
always rally as volunteers.
A majority of our 2017 volunteer Board Members are
back in various ways and
we have added some new
faces to the team. I want to
thank the entire 2017 Board
for their volunteer commitment to EEVA and the City
of Detroit.
Current Safety and Code
Enforcement will be the
main topics at the January
general meeting. We will
resume our education on the
Special Assessment District
program. We deserve and
expect to see the neighboring properties kept in great
shape like so many of our
own. We will also address
and review various issues

that many of you have
brought up in the past few
months.
Once again, we ask you
to come together and support our general services
(security and snow removal)
for 2018. If you are new
– welcome. If you’re an
established resident of EEV
and live within the borders
of East English Village, we
need you to do your part.
Snow removal can cost a
minimum of $5000 per plow
for the entire village area.
Snow plowing is determined
on monies we have collected
for services each year and
the weather forecast for the
next few days. Monies not
spent on seasonal maintenance issues roll to the next
year and are earmarked for
the same items. Remembering last winter's continuous
snowfall, it is unnerving to
envision the outcome if we
don’t plow. Already this December, metro Detroit had
received 16.7 inches of snow.

See PRESIDENT, page 5

Calendar
of events
Jan. 1 - Happy New Year!
Jan. 3 - 5th Precinct Police-Community Relations
Council, 6:30 p.m., Samaritan Center, 5555 Conner
Jan. 5 - Trash/recycling/
bulk/Christmas tree pickup
(Friday pickup due to
holiday)
Jan. 10 - EEV General
Meeting, 7 p.m., St. Clare
Montefalco, 1401 Whittier
(at Mack). Pot luck and
Commander Ewing and
Captain Gardner will speak
on safety updates.
Jan. 11 - Trash/Christmas
tree pickup
Jan. 15 - Martin Luther
King Day
Jan. 18 - Trash/recycling/
bulk pickup
Jan. 25 - Trash only pickup
Jan. 28 - East Jefferson
SOUP, 2 p.m., Mack
Market, 14711 Mack (See
Page 8)
Feb. 1 - Trash/recycling/
bulk pickup

Distribution sponsor
Thanks Ray Laethem for supporting EEV as the distribution sponsor!

Page 2

Officers

East English Village

January 2018

East English Village information

President: William Barlage, president@eastenglishvillage.org
1st Vice President: Alexis AdamsWynn, (313) 977-0419, vicepresident1
@eastenglishvillage.org
2nd Vice President: Justin Hewitt,
(248) 631-7414, vicepresident2@
eastenglishvillage.org
Treasurer: Pat Blount,
treasurer@eastenglishvillage.org
Secretary: Luke Boyea,(231) 818
9328; secretary@eastenglishvillage.
org

Mailing address
P.O. Box 241009, Detroit, MI 48224

East English Village
HOTLINE:
313-216-1729
association@eastenglishvillage.
org
For emergencies call 911.

Street representatives

Outer Drive/Whittier: Bee & Harry Davis,
882-3169; odwhittier@eastenglishvillage.
org
Chandler Park: Barbara Pitts, 926-1838,
chandlerpark@eastenglishvillage.org
Kensington: Darnell Adams 218-2427,
kensington@eastenglishvillage.org
Yorkshire: David Weisman,602.317.3075;
yorkshire@eastenglishvillage.org
Bishop:Ron Otto, 989-370-1245;
bishop@eastenglishvillage.org
Grayton: Lil Cortes, (586) 596-9270,
grayton@eastenglishvillage.org
Harvard: Renita Holliness, (313) 5163002, Sue Curtis Bourgeois, 506-3391;
harvard@eastenglishvillage.org
Cadieux: Patrick Linsdau, 313.530.7300;
cadieux@eastenglishvillage.org
Note: If you have questions or wish to
volunteer for one of the committees,
please use the appropriate email
address listed here or call the EEV
message line, 313-216-1729.

Committees

Residential Chair: Kathy Roddie,
882-1646; residential@eastenglishvillage.org
Vacant Property Upkeep and Code
Enforcement: code@eastenglishvillage.org
Garden Club: David Teeter, 6407627, gardenclub@eastenglishvillage.org
Paid Security & Volunteer Safety:
Gwen Wee, (313) 310-7110;
security@eastenglishvillage.org
Senior Services: open
Commercial Co-Chairs: Joe
Rashid, (313) 575-7014 and
Darnell Adams (313) 218-2427
commercial@eastenglishvillage.org
Recycling: open
Events: Misty Carpus, events@
eastenglishvillage.org

Newsletter Editor: Maureen
Dritsan, (586) 864-5055; newsletter@eastenglishvillage.org
Advertising: David Wiesman,
(602) 317-3075; advertising@
eastenglishvillage.org
Layout: Diana McNary, layout@
eastenglishvillage.org
Lost Pets: Karlene Trump, 8822579, pets@eastenglishvillage.org
Bike patrol: Fred Vitale, 580-4905
Welcoming/Hospitality: Dana
Polti-Rashid, welcome@eastenglishvillage.org
Seasonal Maintenance: Walter
Strong, maintenance@eastenglishvillage.org
Webmaster: Nancy Brigham, webmaster@eastenglishvillage.org

Crime reporting: dpded.betf@yahoo.com

CURBED CUP
2017 Neighborhood
of the Year
Fierce competition is now underway as
various Detroit neighborhoods battle for
the "Curbed Cup Detroit Neighborhood
of the Year" recognition. At the time of
press, East English Village was
headed into the
Final Four round
of voting after
beating Southwest
and the Villages
neighborhoods in first two rounds. EEV,
the prevailing winner for 2016, was
scheduled to go against Grandmont
Rosedale beginning December 27. New
Center will be competing against Downtown. Don't forget to vote daily from
each of your electronic devices. It would
be great for EEV to finish in the final and
garner consecutive wins as Best Detroit
Neighborhood of the Year! For more
information, go to Detroit.Curbed.com.
~ Maureen Dritsan

What's up at
the Alger?
Happy 2018 from The Friends of The
Alger! We are so grateful of all the community support this past year and are
preparing for more progress next year.
Maybe your New Years Resolution is
to volunteer? In order to achieve all we
want to do we still need more hands
on deck. Are you handy with a rake
or shovel? Do you have a few hours a

month you can help from home? We
can use you! Any amount of time is appreciated. Sign up at www.algertheater.
org
Mark your calendars: Theater
Tours- 3rd Saturday of the month at
noon May -October; Rooftop Patio
Launch- April
Stay up to date on the latest at www.
facebook.com/algertheater/

Please note: The East English Village Association does not endorse any advertisers, political parties, candidates or businesses.
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Restorin' East
Warren

On December 5, the University of Detroit Mercy team of Joe Rashid, Miranda
Day, Shelby Howard, Kyle Marcelis and
Steve Nelson presented their CAPSTONE project "Restorin' East Warren"
to the general public. The long-anticipated event took place at Bethany Lutheran
Church. The project focused on the
potential for retail, commercial, services
and bar/restaurant development along
the East Warren Corridor from Guilford
Street (on the east) to Bedford (on the
west).
In researching the project, the team
actively engaged members of the community including residents from all
three communities, East English Village
Association, Morningside Community
Association, Cornerside Community Association, Friends of the Alger, MECCA,
U-Snap-Bac, CEM Business Association
and Eastside Community Network to
obtain substantial feedback relative to
the vision for this critical artery of these
eastside neighborhoods. The project
thesis: "To create a revitalization strategy
to invigorate business along E. Warren
Avenue and to encourage foot traffic to
the corridor by attracting families and
individuals to the surrounding neighborhoods. The ultimate goal is to bring
100% business occupancy to the corridor
by 2022." The team identified the various property stock (Institutional, Commercial I - Retail/Service, Commercial
II - Restaurant/Bar, Residentail, Mixed
Use Commercial Residential, Vacant
and Public Parking) available along that
stretch of East Warren and found there
was a 36.5% occupancy rate at this time.
By confirming population, number of
households, average household income,
studying similar footprints within Detroit
and around the country that resulted
in successful outcomes, the team was
able to make a solid case for revitalizing
East Warren Avenue. The Alger Theater - the heartbeat of East Warren - was
considered to be the focal point to drive
development along the corridor.
Mayor Duggan, Letty Azar, District 4
Manager, and Jason Friedmann, Director

Holiday pop-up
shop brings
shoppers
to community
On December 16, a Holiday Pop
Up Shop took place at Bethany
Lutheran Church. Over 40 vendors
and food trucks participated and
provided a great opportunity to purchase some unique Christmas gifts
and shop locally. Representatives
from a variety of business consulting groups were on board to provide
information and answer questions
from individuals considering starting a new business in Detroit. There
was a lot of energy and enthusiasm
by the participants and visitors as
well as activities for children which
made for a fun-filled afternoon. The
successful event was sponsored by
of Development, Housing and Revitalization - East Region, have all assured
residents that the East Warren Corridor
is definitely on the radar and "will be
considered next in the pipeline for eastside development" so this report comes
at a critical time and should prove to
be a useful tool in the pre-development
process.

Restorin' East Warren and the Craft
Cafe. For up-to-date info related to
plans for development of the East
Warren Corridor as well as activities
and events occurring, visit RESTORINEWARREN.COM.
~ Maureen Dritsan
The response from the many attendees was extremely positive - another
indicator that the residents are ready,
willing and able to subtantiate and support development in our community.
Stay tuned for updates and opportunities to volunteer and participate in the
development process.
~ Maureen Dritsan

Please note: The East English Village Association does not endorse any advertisers, political parties, candidates or businesses.
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2017 Holiday Decorating Contest Winners
3424 Kensington

16500 Chandler Park

Many thanks and much appreciation
to Dana Polti-Rashid and Joe Rashid (the
"Dynamic Duo") who served as judges
for the Annual EEV Holiday Decorating Contest. Winning homes were 16650
Chandler Park, 16500 Chandler Park,
4127 Grayton and 3424 Kensington. It
was great to see so many homes in our
village beautifully decorated with lights
and decorations for the holiday season.
If you haven't had a chance, please make
time to drive through at night to view
the holiday spirit alive and well and living in EEV ~ our neighborhood!
~ Maureen Dritsan

4127 Grayton
16650 Chandler Park

Another successful holiday party
Big thanks to all the neighbors
who made it out to the holiday party
December 10! We had a festive performance and terrific appetizers and
desserts!
Also want to say thank you to
our sponsors this year! Boxed Water
donated the water, Faygo donated the
soda and Kroger donated a $25 gift
card. There were a number of wonderful raffle prizes this year thanks to
Gwen Wee, Bill Barlage, Bonnie Barrett,
Luke Boyea, Renita Holliness, Bernice
Sabatella, Stephen Thornhill and Justin
Hewitt. Congratulations to the raffle
prize winners!
1. 3-Step Stepladder - Robbie Williams 2. 5' Ladder - Sue Bourgeois 3.
EEV Home Plaque - Luke Boyea 4.
EEV Home Plaque - Marcie Aydelot 5.
Candle holder - Chris Dritsan 6. Gift
Basket - Cora Doss 7. Tequila - Maretta
Jackson 8. Gift Basket - Tracey Wyatt 9.
$35 EEV Snow Service - Casie Blovsky

10. "Green Popper" surprise- Stephen
Clayton 11. $25 Kroger Card - Alexis
Adams-Wynn 12. Case of Boxed Water
brand water - Warren Wells
Poinsettias were given to the person
at the each table with the lowest number raffle ticket.
Extra food was picked up by the 5th
Precinct Police Department.
~ Misty Carpus

Please note: The East English Village Association does not endorse any advertisers, political parties, candidates or businesses.
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Continued from Page 1
According to weather service data, our average is 12.4
inches. This has resulted in a
59% above average snowfall!
Please remember to shovel
for the mail carriers and
your neighbors attempting
to navigate the sidewalks.
On December 10, we held
our annual EEVA holiday
party at St. Clare. What a
great night of merriment
with friends and neighbors!
Great thanks to our chairpersons Misty Carpus and
Marcie Aydelotte along with
the many volunteers who
helped put the event on.
The food was outstanding
as always – our residents
sure know how to cook and
bake! A special treat was to
have live music performed
once again this year. This
year’s musical guest was Dan
Bergan. Special thanks to The
Holliness/Barlage families
for the funding support for
the live performance. Thanks
to Gwen Wee for the ladders,
Justin Hewitt and Steven
Thornhill for the donations
for the snow removal and
EEVA plaque, Bill Barlage for
the EEVA plaque, Marilyn

East English Village
Barlage for the floral arrangements, Luke Boyea for beverages, Bernice Sabatella for the
gift baskets, Kroger for the
gift card, the set up assistance
from Tim and Mike from
St. Clair. At the end of the
evening we packaged up the
leftovers and poinsettias for
the DPD 5th Precinct officers.
We were thanked a million
times over –
Thanks to all that participated in so many activities
this past year including
village cleanups, registered
volunteer drivers and event
volunteers as well as attending and supporting EEV
events. it all makes a difference!
We have many hot topics and positive issues we
need to address this year
to keep EEV "a community
of choice." The foreclosure
issues are still present, but
we are working diligently
to keep the homes on track.
We will be hosting a Wayne
County Tax Foreclosure
Workshop the last week
of January – please join us
at the January 10 General
Meeting for more details.
if your home is at risk of
foreclosure, there are ways
to save your property! We
will cover the housing issues
as well as reviewing our
options on upkeep and EEV

events for 2018.
Please remember trash
cans must be taken in each
week and Christmas tree
pick up occurs the first two
weeks of January (Jan 5 and

Page 5
Jan 11).
Please continue to check
on neighbors and outside
pets as the weather changes!
Happy New Year to all ~
- William Barlage, President

Please note: The East English Village Association does not endorse any advertisers, political parties, candidates or businesses.
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Order your beautiful EEV Home Plaque

The new East English
Village Home Plaque, a
fundraiser for our association and a way to continue
to beautify our homes and
neighborhood, is available
for purchase. The EEV home
plaque, customized with the
year your house was built,
is made of cast aluminum, is
approximately 13"x10", and
costs $85 for seniors, and
$100 for all others.
We are working to stream-

line the ordering process, but
for now you can order it by
sending an email to association@eastenglishvillage.org
with your name, address,
phone number and the year
your house was built. Submit payment into the general
fund on PayPal: http://
www.eastenglishvillage.
org/services.php#security
Orders can also be placed
by sending a check along
with the information re-

quested above to:
East English Village Association
Kensington Station
PO Box 241009
Detroit Michigan 48224
After placing your order,
the plaque will be delivered to the association. The
plaques may then be picked
up at the next meeting, or
we will drop it off to you.
We hope you'll support this
worthwhile fundraiser and

join us as we continue to
improve our neighborhood.
~ Justin Hewitt

Advertise here!

To place an ad, please call David Wiesman at (602) 317-3075 or email advertising@eastenglishvillage.org.
Garage door repaired or installed. Very reasonable. EEV
references. Call Charles: 313-778-3673

Marie's Lawn Service: Mowing, Clean-Up, Bushes Trimmed
& Gutters Cleaned. EEV resident. Call Marie: 313-510-4470

Home Repairs: Painting inside and outside; tile work and
more. EEV references. Call Larry: 313-656-7305

Ossie’s MT House: MT = Multi-Tasking. Cleaning, Painting,
Landscaping, Small Tree Removal, Gutter Cleaning, Organic
Gardening & Growing. Active in EEV. Call Ossie: 313-778-4127.

Trees & stumps removed. EEV references. Call Clarence:
313-333-1089

313.884.1501 $1.00 off any sandwich
Order online www.lunchboxdeli.com
mon-sat 10 a.m.-9 pm sun 11 am-7 pm

Please note: The East English Village Association does not endorse any advertisers, political parties, candidates or businesses.
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Seniors Day
Out

SENIORS DAY OUT will not meet
during the months of January or
February. The next luncheon will be
held on Wednesday, March 21, 12:30
p.m. at Bethany Christian Church,
on Cadieux at Linville. This event
is co-sponsored by EEV & Bethany
Christian Church. Please mark your
calendars and join your neighbors
for an afternoon of fellowship.

East English Village

January 2018

East Jefferson Soup
SAVE THE DATE Sunday, January 28
Come join your neighbors for an
evening of camaraderie and fun
while learning about potential community projects. Fund your east Jefferson community project with support from your neighbors - anything
from filling a pothole, to funding a
class field trip, to starting a business.
This month the event will take place
at Mack Market, 14711 Mack Avenue,
2 pm.

Attendees pay $5 for soup, salad
and an opportunity to vote on which
project they believe will benefit the
community the most. The winner goes
home with all of the money raised at
the door to carry out their project.
At the dinner, residents and supporters connect, share ideas and community resources. Each dinner also
features a local artist. Doors open at 2
pm. Winner announced by 5 pm. For
more info go to DETROITSOUP.com

MEC Citizens
Radio Patrol
seeking drivers

Please consider joining the MEC
Citizens Radio Patrol. Help both your
neighbors and yourself using direct
radio contact with the DPD while driving with other residents through our
Morningside, East English Village and
Cornerstone neighborhoods. You’ll not
only help by being another “pair of
eyes”, but you’ll really get to know the
communities surrounding your home.
Contact Beverly Brown, 313.505.8355
or Gwen Wee 313.310.7110.

($75 for seniors 62 and older)

Have a safe
2018!

Throughout the year we offer
monthly tips/info, contacts, etc. to
make life safer and more enjoyable
for all residents. This month, instead,
we offer warm wishes for your
continued interest in keeping your
homes and family members active,
safe and happy throughout our community. Happy New Year! DUSK TIL
DAWN – PORCH LIGHTS ON!"
~ Gwen Wee

Pay by PayPal through eastenglishvillage.org

Please note: The East English Village Association does not endorse any advertisers, political parties, candidates or businesses.

